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Thornbury S 2005 How To Teach Speaking

Thornbury S 2005 How to Teach Speaking is a seminal work that offers comprehensive insights into effective
strategies for teaching spoken language. As educators strive to enhance their students' speaking skills, Thornbury’s
principles serve as a valuable guide, emphasizing the importance of understanding the nature of speaking, designing
engaging activities, and fostering a supportive classroom environment. This article explores the core concepts of
Thornbury’s 2005 approach to teaching speaking, providing practical tips and methods for language teachers aiming to
improve their students’ oral proficiency.

Understanding the Nature of Speaking in Language Learning

Before implementing teaching strategies, it is essential to understand what speaking entails in the context of language
acquisition. Thornbury emphasizes that speaking is a complex skill involving multiple components, including
pronunciation, fluency, accuracy, and interaction. Recognizing these facets helps teachers tailor activities that address
specific aspects of speaking.

The Components of Speaking

Pronunciation: The correct production of sounds, intonation, and stress patterns.1.
Fluency: The ability to speak smoothly and without unnecessary pauses.2.
Accuracy: Using correct grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation.3.
Interaction: Engaging in meaningful communication through turn-taking and responsiveness.4.

Thornbury argues that effective speaking instruction balances these components, encouraging students to communicate
confidently and accurately.

Key Principles of Teaching Speaking According to Thornbury
(2005)

Thornbury’s approach is grounded in several core principles that guide teachers in designing effective speaking lessons.
These principles focus on creating meaningful learning experiences, fostering interaction, and providing appropriate
feedback.

1. Focus on Meaningful Communication
Teaching speaking should prioritize real-life, meaningful communication rather than rote memorization or isolated drills.
Activities should simulate authentic situations, encouraging students to use language purposefully.

2. Encourage Interaction
Interaction is fundamental to developing speaking skills. Thornbury advocates for activities that promote dialogue, such
as role-plays, discussions, and interviews, allowing students to practice turn-taking and develop conversational skills.



3. Use a Mix of Fluency and Accuracy Activities
While fluency activities help students speak more freely, accuracy tasks focus on correct language use. Balancing these
approaches ensures comprehensive development.

4. Provide Opportunities for Peer Feedback
Peer correction and feedback can boost confidence and promote autonomous learning. Teachers should create a
supportive environment where students feel comfortable sharing and improving their speech.

5. Incorporate Authentic Materials and Tasks
Real-world materials like videos, audio recordings, and authentic texts motivate students and expose them to natural
language use.

Practical Strategies and Activities for Teaching Speaking

Implementing Thornbury’s principles involves selecting appropriate activities that develop various aspects of speaking.
Below are some practical methods aligned with his 2005 approach.

Role-Plays and Simulations
Role-plays mimic real-life conversations, such as ordering food or making inquiries, providing students with practical
language use. Teachers can:

Set clear scenarios and objectives.1.
Assign roles or let students choose.2.
Encourage improvisation and natural responses.3.

Discussions and Debates
Organize group discussions or debates on relevant topics to enhance fluency and critical thinking. These activities:

Promote interaction and turn-taking.1.
Allow students to express opinions and justify ideas.2.
Help develop vocabulary relevant to the subject.3.

Information Gap Activities
In these tasks, students have different pieces of information and must communicate to complete a task, fostering
purposeful speaking. For example:

Matching activities where students describe and compare.1.
Map routes or outline plans collaboratively.2.

Storytelling and Personal Narratives
Encourage students to tell stories or share personal experiences. This nurtures confidence and helps practice narrative
tenses and cohesive devices.
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Using Authentic Materials
Incorporate real-world audio, video, or texts to expose students to natural language. Activities include:

Listening and retelling stories.1.
Role-playing based on authentic dialogues.2.
Discussion of news reports or interviews.3.

Creating an Effective Speaking Classroom Environment

Thornbury highlights that the classroom environment significantly impacts speaking development. A supportive, low-
anxiety atmosphere encourages students to participate actively and take risks.

Fostering Confidence and Reducing Anxiety
- Use pair and group work to make speaking less intimidating. - Emphasize that mistakes are part of learning. - Provide
positive feedback to motivate students.

Encouraging Autonomy and Self-Assessment
- Involve students in setting speaking goals. - Encourage self and peer assessment to develop awareness of strengths
and areas for improvement.

Utilizing Technology for Speaking Practice
- Use language learning apps, online discussion forums, and recording tools. - Assign speaking tasks that students can
review and improve outside class.

Assessment and Feedback in Teaching Speaking

Assessment plays a crucial role in guiding student progress. Thornbury advocates for formative assessment that
provides constructive feedback and encourages self-reflection.

Types of Feedback

Explicit correction: Addressing errors directly.1.
Delayed feedback: Offering corrections after activities to maintain fluency.2.
Encouragement: Highlighting strengths to build confidence.3.

Using Recordings for Self-Assessment
Encourage students to record their speaking tasks, listen, and evaluate their performance. This promotes autonomous
learning and awareness.

Conclusion: Applying Thornbury’s Principles to Enhance



Speaking Skills

Thornbury S 2005 How to Teach Speaking provides a comprehensive framework emphasizing meaningful interaction,
authentic tasks, and supportive classroom dynamics. By understanding the components of speaking and implementing
varied, engaging activities, teachers can foster an environment where students develop confidence, fluency, and
accuracy. Integrating technology and encouraging self-assessment further empower learners to take charge of their
speaking development. Ultimately, Thornbury’s approach underscores that effective teaching of speaking is rooted in
understanding the nature of oral communication and creating opportunities for authentic, purposeful practice. By adhering
to these principles and strategies, language educators can significantly improve their students’ speaking abilities,
equipping them with the skills necessary for real-world communication.

Thornbury’s 2005 "How to Teach Speaking": An In-Depth Review and Analysis Teaching speaking skills is one of the
most dynamic and complex aspects of language instruction. Among the influential works in this field, Scott Thornbury’s
2005 publication, How to Teach Speaking, stands out as a comprehensive resource that has significantly shaped
pedagogical approaches. This article offers an expert review of Thornbury’s insights, dissecting the core concepts,
methodologies, and practical applications presented in his work. Whether you are an experienced language teacher or a
novice seeking an authoritative guide, this analysis aims to provide an in-depth understanding of Thornbury’s approach to
teaching speaking.

Introduction to Thornbury’s Approach

Scott Thornbury, a renowned scholar in language education, emphasizes that speaking is one of the most socially and
cognitively demanding skills learners need to master. His 2005 book aims to equip teachers with practical strategies
grounded in a solid understanding of linguistic and pedagogical principles. Thornbury advocates for a balanced approach
that combines form-focused instruction with meaningful, communicative practice. What makes Thornbury’s work
particularly valuable is his focus on the why and how behind teaching speaking, rather than merely providing a list of
activities. The core premise revolves around understanding the nature of spoken language, learners’ needs, and the
context in which speaking occurs.

Core Principles of Thornbury’s "How to Teach Speaking"

Thornbury’s methodology is underpinned by several foundational principles that guide effective speaking instruction:

1. Recognizing the Nature of Spoken Language
Thornbury emphasizes that spoken language differs markedly from written language. It is characterized by features such
as: - Fluency over accuracy: In real-life communication, fluency tends to take precedence over grammatical perfection. -
Interaction: Spoken language is inherently interactive, involving turn-taking, repair, and negotiation of meaning. -
Spontaneity: Many speaking situations require learners to produce language spontaneously, often with limited
preparation. - Prosody and paralinguistics: Elements like intonation, stress, and body language play vital roles in
meaning. Understanding these features helps teachers design activities that mirror authentic communication, moving
beyond traditional drills.

2. The Importance of Context and Purpose
Thornbury stresses that speaking activities should be meaningful and contextually grounded. Whether the goal is social
interaction, information exchange, or persuasion, clarity about the purpose influences the choice of task and language
focus.
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3. Balance Between Fluency and Accuracy
A recurring theme is the need for a balanced approach that fosters both fluency and accuracy. Thornbury advocates for
dedicating time to fluency-building activities, especially in early stages, while also integrating form-focused work to
correct errors and promote precision.

4. The Role of Interaction and Negotiation of Meaning
Effective speaking instruction involves creating opportunities for learners to negotiate meaning, clarify
misunderstandings, and adapt their language to fit the context.

Practical Strategies and Techniques

Thornbury offers a rich repertoire of activities and instructional techniques aimed at developing learners’ speaking skills.
These are categorized into several broad themes:

1. Developing Fluency
Activities designed to enhance the ability to produce speech smoothly and with confidence include: - Information Gap
Activities: Learners are given different pieces of information and must communicate to complete a task. - Role-Plays:
Simulate real-life situations such as ordering food, making a complaint, or conducting an interview. - Speed Speaking:
Timed tasks that encourage quick, spontaneous responses. - Chain Activities: Learners build on each other's
contributions in a sequence, such as storytelling or question-answer chains.

2. Fostering Accuracy
While fluency is vital, Thornbury emphasizes the importance of also focusing on correctness through activities such as: -
Error Correction Drills: Focused activities that target specific grammatical or pronunciation errors. - Focused Practice:
Repetition of particular structures in controlled settings before freer practice. - Form-Driven Tasks: Tasks that require
learners to produce language with specific grammatical features.

3. Promoting Interaction and Negotiation
Creating opportunities for learners to practice authentic interaction involves: - Discussion Tasks: Debates, opinion
exchanges, and problem-solving activities. - Information Sharing: Tasks where learners must ask questions and seek
clarification. - Reflective Tasks: Encouraging learners to evaluate their own and peers’ speaking, fostering metacognition.

4. Incorporating Technology and Authentic Materials
Thornbury recognizes the role of modern technology in enhancing speaking practice: - Video and Audio Resources:
Using authentic recordings to model speech. - Language Apps and Online Platforms: Facilitating real-time conversations
and feedback. - Social Media and Messaging: Encouraging informal communication in real-world contexts.

Designing Effective Speaking Lessons: Thornbury’s Framework

Thornbury proposes a systematic approach to lesson design that ensures speaking activities are purposeful and
pedagogically sound:



Step 1: Identify the Communicative Purpose
Determine what learners need to achieve through speaking—be it storytelling, giving opinions, or transactional
exchanges.

Step 2: Select Appropriate Tasks
Choose activities aligned with the purpose, ensuring they are engaging and suitable for learners’ proficiency levels.

Step 3: Focus on Form and Meaning
Balance activities that promote spontaneous speech with those that target specific language forms.

Step 4: Provide Support and Feedback
Incorporate scaffolding tools such as prompts, frameworks, and peer feedback mechanisms.

Step 5: Encourage Reflection and Self-Assessment
Help learners evaluate their performance, fostering autonomy and awareness.

Addressing Common Challenges in Teaching Speaking

Thornbury’s work also tackles the typical hurdles faced by teachers:

Overcoming Learner Anxiety
Creating a supportive environment where errors are viewed as natural parts of learning. Techniques include low-stakes
activities and positive reinforcement.

Dealing with Heterogeneous Proficiency Levels
Differentiating tasks and providing scaffolding ensures all learners are appropriately challenged.

Ensuring Engagement
Selecting relevant topics and varied activities maintains motivation and interest.

Assessment and Feedback in Thornbury’s Model

Thornbury advocates for formative assessment that emphasizes process over product. Key points include: - Self and
Peer Assessment: Encouraging learners to reflect on their own and others’ speaking. - Continuous Feedback: Offering
constructive, specific feedback during activities rather than solely at the end. - Use of Recordings: Audio or video
recordings allow learners to self-evaluate and monitor progress over time.

Impact and Relevance of Thornbury’s "How to Teach Speaking"

Since its publication, Thornbury’s work has been widely regarded as a seminal text, influencing both theory and
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classroom practice. Its emphasis on authentic communication, balanced focus on fluency and accuracy, and practical
activity design make it a go-to resource for language teachers worldwide. The book’s insights are especially relevant in
contemporary contexts where communicative competence is prioritized. Its flexible framework allows adaptation across
diverse learner groups, teaching environments, and technological landscapes.

Conclusion: A Must-Read for Language Educators

Scott Thornbury’s 2005 How to Teach Speaking offers a thorough, research-informed, and practically oriented blueprint
for effective speaking instruction. Its core principles—understanding spoken language’s features, balancing fluency and
accuracy, fostering interaction, and designing purposeful activities—remain central to modern language teaching. For
educators committed to enhancing learners’ spoken proficiency, Thornbury’s insights provide both theoretical grounding
and actionable strategies. By integrating these principles into their practice, teachers can create dynamic, engaging, and
meaningful speaking experiences that prepare learners for real-world communication challenges. In sum, How to Teach
Speaking is a vital resource that continues to shape the landscape of language pedagogy, making it an essential addition
to any language teacher’s professional toolkit.

Questions & Answers About thornbury s 2005 how to teach
speaking

No Question Answer

1 What are the main principles of
Thornbury's approach to teaching
speaking according to his 2005 work?

Thornbury emphasizes the importance of creating meaningful
communication opportunities, fostering learner confidence, and
integrating input and output activities to develop speaking skills
effectively.

2 How does Thornbury (2005) suggest
teachers should balance fluency and
accuracy in speaking activities?

He recommends designing activities that promote fluency through
communicative practice while also incorporating tasks that focus on
accuracy to develop learners' correctness and confidence.

3 What role does task-based learning
play in Thornbury's 2005 methodology
for teaching speaking?

Task-based learning is central; it encourages learners to engage in
real-life, meaningful tasks that promote authentic speaking practice
and interaction.

4 According to Thornbury (2005), how
important is pronunciation in teaching
speaking skills?

Pronunciation is considered important, but it should be integrated
gradually, focusing on intelligibility and communicative effectiveness
rather than perfection.

5 How does Thornbury suggest teachers
can create a supportive environment for
speaking practice?

He advocates for a classroom atmosphere that reduces anxiety,
encourages risk-taking, and provides ample opportunities for learners
to practice without fear of judgment.

6 What are some effective activities for
developing speaking skills as proposed
by Thornbury (2005)?

Activities such as role-plays, discussions, information gap tasks, and
simulations are effective in promoting active speaking and real-life
communication.

7 How does Thornbury (2005) view the
use of authentic materials in teaching
speaking?

He supports using authentic materials to expose learners to real
language use, making speaking practice more relevant and engaging.

8 What strategies does Thornbury
recommend for assessing speaking
skills in the classroom?

He suggests a combination of formative assessment through
observation and peer feedback, along with task-based evaluations to
measure communicative competence.



9 In what ways does Thornbury (2005)
emphasize the importance of learner
autonomy in developing speaking
skills?

He highlights encouraging learners to self-monitor, set personal
speaking goals, and engage in���� activities outside the classroom
to foster independence and continuous improvement.

teaching speaking, language instruction, speaking skills, classroom speaking activities, oral communication, language
teaching strategies, teaching speaking skills, speaking development, oral proficiency, language teaching methods
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